University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

7-7-1995

Vote Count Continues in Haiti Following
Parliamentary Elections
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Vote Count Continues in Haiti Following Parliamentary Elections." (1995). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/
11953

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56044
ISSN: 1060-4189

Vote Count Continues in Haiti Following Parliamentary
Elections
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Haiti
Published: 1995-07-07
Although results of the June 25 parliamentary and local elections are still not known, Haitian
opposition parties are demanding that the process be annulled and new elections held.
Nevertheless, despite the serious election-day problems, most international observers stamped
the balloting "legitimate" and the least violent in Haiti's history. The count which is done by hand
continues, with partial results expected by July 8. However, because elections were not carried out in
several towns, the provisional electoral commission has rescheduled them. The closest competition
in the elections was between two rival pro-Aristide parties, the Front National pour le Changement
et las Democratie (FNCD), which brought Aristide to power in 1990, and the Organisation Politique
Lavalas (OPL), which the president now endorses. The OPL is the only party that has expressed
satisfaction with the elections, and it claims it has won a majority in both houses of Congress.
General disorganization plagued the elections, including lengthy delays in opening polling places
(in some cases not opening at all), names missing from registration lists, printing errors on some
ballots, voter confusion, and scattered incidents of violence. Abstentionism was also high, with
an estimated 50% of the 3.5 million registered voters exercising their right to vote. The excessive
number of candidates nearly 10,000 and fear of election-related violence contributed to the low
turnout. In addition, more than 100,000 registered voters were unable to vote because ballots did not
arrive at the polling places, or in many cases were burned by unidentified groups. Because of such
problems, the electoral commission announced on July 5 that it was postponing the second round
of the elections from July 23 to Aug. 13. That will allow first- round voting to take place on July 23
in those towns where it did not occur on June 24. With 50% illiteracy, Haitians depend largely on
symbols to choose their candidates.
The omission of some candidates' names and the symbols for at least a dozen independent
candidates presented serious problems for voters and brought charges of manipulation. The
electoral commission, however, blamed the error on the California company that printed the ballots.
Despite the scope of the problems, both the Organization of American States (OAS), which had
more than 300 observers in Haiti, and the 30-person US observer team said the elections were a
significant step forward in Haiti's efforts to build a functioning democracy. However, critics charged
that the Clinton administration had so much at stake in legitimate elections being carried out that it
ignored significant irregularities.
"The test was whether they held it," said a Clinton administration official with the US observer
team. "Overall, people voted without intimidation, without any evidence of systematic fraud,
in an environment in which everybody was free to express their views that's an extraordinary
accomplishment." J. Brian Atwood, director of the US Agency for International Development and
head of the US observer delegation, said voting took place "freely and seemingly without fear,"
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despite "irregularities and administrative flaws that need to be addressed" before the runoff
election. Atwood said he had seen little evidence "of any effort to favor a single political party or of
an organized attempt to intentionally subvert the electoral machinery." "All the available evidence
suggests that this election was substantially valid and that the results should be honored," said
Atwood. "For the vast majority of the 2,195 positions at stake, a legitimate winner will be declared."
However, complaints from opposition parties in Haiti continued in the days following the problemplagued elections. During the campaign, the FNCD charged that the government was unfairly
promoting the OPL. After the voting, FNCD leader and outgoing Port-au-Prince mayor Evans Paul
charged that serious irregularities were occurring in the tallying process. He also said that poll
watchers from his party had been arrested, beaten, and intimidated. Anselme Remy, head of the
electoral commission, acknowledged that irregularities had occurred both in the electoral process
and in the count, but said they appeared to be random and not limited to one party. Nevertheless,
many of the leading political parties threatened to reject the still-unannounced results. By July 5, 23
of the 27 parties that participated in the elections were demanding that they be annulled. "To accept
these elections would be to trample on the will of the people," read the communique issued by the
protesting parties. They also called for restructuring the electoral commission, which they claim is
biased in favor of the OPL, and said the elections were characterized by "irregularities, abuses of
power, violence, pressure, obstacles, administrative errors, and all types of fraud."
The electoral commission rejected the charges, saying that Haitians were able to cast their votes
freely, except in a few isolated locations, where voting will be rescheduled. The commission
promised to correct any problems before the second-round voting takes place. Meanwhile, Aristide
was scrambling to salvage the elections and urged the parties to accept them. On June 27, in his
first statement after the election, Aristide called the voting "a major step for democracy." The
president met with political leaders on June 28 and again on June 30 in an unsuccessful attempt to
convince them to accept the process. "The political leaders are key players in building the peace
that is indispensable as a nation," Aristide said. In addition, the US resisted the call by opposition
parties to hold new elections. "The total annulment of the elections does not favor, in our opinion,
the consolidation of democracy in Haiti," said Stanley Schrager, US Embassy spokesperson in Portau-Prince. "Haiti needs a parliament, it needs people in local and municipal elected offices. It is very
important."
At stake in the elections are 18 of the 27 Senate seats, all 83 seats in the Chamber of Deputies, 133
local council positions, and 561 boards of communal offices. Twenty-eight parties were registered
before the elections. When a new parliament is finally installed, one of its most pressing tasks will be
to decide the fate of the Haitian armed forces, which Aristide has effectively dismantled. In addition,
the makeup of the new legislature will, in large measure, determine how effective Aristide will be
during his remaining months in office. Presidential elections are slated to take place before the end
of the year, and Aristide has repeatedly said he has no intention of prolonging his stay in office,
despite pressure from some supporters who cite his three years in exile to justify extending his
term. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 06/17/95; New York Times, 06/21/95, 06/26/95, 06/27/95, 06/28/95;
Notimex, 07/05/95; Reuter, 06/19/95, 06/22/95, 06/23/95, 06/25/95, 06/27/95, 06/29/95, 06/30/95,
07/05/95; Agence France-Presse, 06/20/95, 06/26/95, 06/27/95, 07/04-06/95)
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